NYS Conceptual Model is based on research by Isabel L. Beck, Margaret G. McKeown, and Linda Kucan (2002, 2008).  They describe three levels, or tiers, of words in terms of the words’ commonality (more to less frequently occurring) and applicability (broader to narrower).

	KINDS of WORDS
	Explanation
	Examples
	Social Studies

	TIER 1
	Basic words, well-known often used
	clock, baby, happy, bad
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]TIER 2
	HIGH FREQUENCY words used by mature language users across several content areas considered academic vocabulary
	absurd, lofty, hasty, perseverance, endurance, advocate, interdependence
	

	TIER 3
	LOW FREQUENCY words, often limited to specific content areas; domain terms
	cardiovascular, revolution, musical composition, genres
	



