
Student Sample: K, Argument (Opinion) 

This opinion piece about a work of literature was produced in class. 
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Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

tells the reader the name of the book (in the title of the paper). 

o My fabit (favorite) Book is do you Want to be my FRIEND 

states an opinion or preference about the book. 

o ... my fait (favorite) pot (part) is the hos (horse) 
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Student Sample: Grade 2, Argument (Opinion) 

This opinion piece about a work of literature was produced in class. 
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Student Sample: Grade 4, Argument (Opinion) 

This argument was produced in class, and the writer likely received feedback from her teacher and peers. 

Zoo Field Trip 

Dear Mr. _____ and Mrs. ____ _ 

We have a problem. The wildlife here in is very limited. There is not a lot of opportunity to 
learn about conservation and wildlife preservation. If we took a field trip to our problem 
would be solved. and I would like to take our class for a great 
learning experience. In addition, we will provide a study guide to to identify the animals and 
provide information about conservation of endangered wildlife. 

If we went on a field trip, we will learn about the wildlife from around the world and how ____ _ 
provides a natural habitat for them to live and breed. This information would help us to understand the 
importance of science in our day to day life. We would use math to make a budget and figure out a way 
to earn money. These skills will be very useful again and again. We will learn how to make a schedule 
with target dates. This will provide us with a plan that covers the entire project from start to finish. The 
preparation of the study guide will require lots of research and organization of information. 

The first thing to do is research, research, research! Next, we will choose a fund raiser (with your 
approval, of course). This will earn money for the field trip. The parents will hopefully chip in their time 
and money, if we don't get enough. We will prepare a plan schedule. This will provide the dates that 
team members will need to accomplish the steps toward our goal. My competent adult model is the 
Unofficial Guide to Walt Disney World. It shows us step by step how to plan a trip and what to see. 

Now, you are asking why should I approve a trip to ? How does this help and the 
students? Besides the fact that the project planning, fund raising, budgeting and reporting will provide 
an excellent learning opportunity, it will provide education. It will also provide awareness of wildlife and 
the importance of conservation. This project will be evaluated by its successful planning and its ability to 
involve our class in wildlife conservation. The trip will be evaluated by the student participation on the 
trip and a plan of conservation that identifies what we can all do to protect and respect wildlife so they 
will still be around when we have children. 

Sincerely, 

Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

introduces a topic clearly, states an opinion, and creates an organizational structure in which 
related ideas are grouped to support the writer's purpose. 

o We have a problem. The wildlife here in is very limited. There is not a lot of 
opportunity to learn about conservation and wildlife preservation. If we took a field trip 
to our problem would be solved. and 
I would like to take our class for a great learning experience. 

provides reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

o If we went on a field trip, we will learn about the wildlife from around the world and 
how provides a natural habitat for them to live and breed. This information 
would help us to understand the importance of science in our day to day life. We would 
use math to make a budget and figure out a way to earn money . .. We will/earn how to 
make a schedule with target dates ... The preparation of the study guide will require lots 
of research and organization of information. 
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Student Sample: Grade 6, Argument 

This argument was written as homework after a class in which grade 6 students viewed a movie 
titled Benchwarmers and discussed how movie writers and producers promote smoking. The letter is 
addressed to the producer of a film in which smoking appears. 

Dear Mr. Sandier, 

Did you know that every cigarette a person smokes takes seven minutes off their life? I 
mentioned this because I just watched the movie, Benchwarmers, and I noticed that Carlos smoked. Why 
did you feel the need to have one of the characters smoke? Did you think that would make him look 
cool? Did you think that would make him look older? It did neither of those things. As a matter of fact, I 
think it made him look stupid and not very cool. Especially when he put out a cigarette on his tongue. 

If I were producing a movie, I would want my characters to be strong, healthy and smart. I 
would not have any smokers in my movies for many reasons. The first reason is it sets a bad example for 
children. An estimated 450,000 Americans die each year from tobacco related disease. In fact, tobacco 
use causes many different types of cancers such as lung, throat, mouth, and tongue. Another reason not 
to promote smoking is it ages and wrinkles your skin. Who wants to look 75 if you are only 60? It turns 
your teeth yellow and may lead to gum disease and tooth decay. Lastly, smoking is a very expensive 
habit. A heavy smoker spends thousands of dollars a year on cigarettes. I can think of better things to 
spend money on. 

So Mr. Sandier, I urge you to take smoking out of all future movies you produce. Instead of 
having your characters smoke have them do healthy things. That will set a positive influence for children 
instead of poisoning their minds. Thanks for reading my letter. I hope you agree with my opinion. 

Sincerely, ____ _ 

P.S. I love your Chanukah song. 

Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

introduces a claim. 

o I would not have any smokers in my movies for many reasons. 

organizes the reasons and evidence clearly. 

o The first reason is it sets a bad example for children. 

o Another reason not to promote smoking is it ages and wrinkles your skin. 

o It turns your teeth yellow and may lead to gum disease and tooth decay. 

supports the claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence, demonstrating an understanding 
of the topic. 

o Lastly, smoking is a very expensive habit. A heavy smoker spends thousands of dollars a 
year on cigarettes. 

uses words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationship between the claim and reasons. 

o The first reason ... Another reason ... Lastly . .. 

establishes and maintains a formal style (except for the postscript). 

o Dear Mr. Sandler . .. Thanks for reading my letter. I hope you agree with my opinion ... 
Sincerely ... 
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Student Sample: Grade 7, Argument 

This argument was produced for an on-demand assessment. Students were asked to a write a letter to 
their principal about a plan to install video cameras in the classroom for safety reasons. The abbreviated 
time frame of the assessment (and the consequent lack of opportunity to perform research and revise) 
explains the absence of information from sources and possibly also the occasional errors. 

Video Cameras in Classrooms 

You are seated in class as your teacher explains and points things out on the whiteboard. You 
twitch your hand, accidentally nudging your pencil, which rolls off your desk and clatters to the floor. As 
you lean over to pick up your pencil, your cell phone falls out of your coat pocket! Luckily you catch it 
without your teacher seeing, but it is in plain view of the video camera's shiny lens that points straight at 
you. The classroom phone rings, and after a brief conversation, your teacher walks over to your desk and 
kneels down beside you. "About that cell phone of yours ... " How did that get you in trouble? How could 
it possibly be a good idea to put cameras in classrooms? 

When students are in their classrooms, teachers are in the classroom too, usually. But when a 
teacher goes out of the classroom, what usually happens is either everything goes on as usual, or the 
students get a little more talkative. Cameras aren't there because people talk a lot. It is the teacher's job 
to keep people quiet. If something horrible happened, somebody in class would usually report it, or it 
would just be obvious to the teacher when he came back that something had happened. 

If we already have cameras in the halls, why spend the money to get thirty more cameras for all 
the different classrooms? Our school district already has a low budget, so we would be spending money 
on something completely unnecessary. There hasn't been camera-worthy trouble in classrooms. Camera
worthy trouble would be bad behavior every time a teacher left the room. There is no reason to install 
cameras that might just cause trouble, both for the students and for the budget. 

Different students react differently when there is a camera in the room. Some students get 
nervous and flustered, trying hard to stay focused on their work with a camera focused on them. 90% of 
students claim that they do better work when they are calmer, and cameras are not going to help. Other 
students look at cameras as a source of entertainment. These students will do things such as wave at the 
camera, make faces, or say hi to the people watching through the camera. This could be a big distraction 
for others who are trying to learn and participate in class. Still other students will try to trick the camera. 
They will find a way to block the lens or do something that the camera will not be likely to catch. All of 
these different students will be distracted by the cameras in their classrooms. 

Instead of solving problems, cameras would cause the problems. That is why I disagree with the 
idea to put cameras in classrooms. This plan should not be put to action. 

Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

introduces a claim (stated late in the essay). 

o ... I disagree with the idea to put cameras in classrooms. This plan should not be put to 
action. 

acknowledges alternate or opposing claims. 

o Instead of solving problems, cameras would cause the problems. 

supports the claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic. 

o [Cameras are not necessary because] [i]f something horrible happened, somebody in 
class would usually report it, or it would just be obvious to the teacher when he came 
back that something had happened. 

o ... we already have cameras in the halls ... 
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Student Sample: Grade 10, Argument 

This argument was produced by a student who was asked to write a persuasive essay that required 
research. The student generated the topic and had an opportunity to revise. 

-----School Bond Levy 

The School Board has recently proposed a bond levy to add new facilities as well as 
conduct some major repairs to the school. The bond includes building a new gymnasium, a new science 
room and lab, a new Media Center/Library, new Chapter 1 and Special Education classrooms, and other 
facilities such as more parking space, an increase in storage area, and new locker rooms. Along with new 
construction, the board is proposing to remodel facilities such as the drama/music areas, the entire roof, 
the heating system, the school kitchen, and present gym as well. This bond allowing School to 
add more facilities should be passed in order for young students to be provided with a better education. 

Several arguments have been brought up concerning the levy since it failed in the March 
election. Some say that the school doesn't need to have brand new facilities and better classrooms, 
but it does. Just this year the school had to shut down for days at a time as a result of a malfunction of 
the heating system. The roof of the library also had a leaking problem all winter long. The leaking has 
actually caused the ceiling tiles to rot to the point where they are having to be removed. It isn't safe to 
sit underneath them because, in fact, they have fallen to tables where students had been working only 
minutes before. 

Another issue that people may be concerned with is the money that taxpayers have to put up 
for the building. The cost of the project in its entirety will be 2.9 million dollars, meaning that for the next 
25 years, taxpayers would pay 40 cents more per thousand dollars in property tax than they do this year. 
The project does cost a significant amount of money, but the school needs it. If something isn't done now, 
then the facilities such as the library, the science room and others will continue to grow steadily worse. 
The construction and remodeling needs to be done eventually, so why not now, when interest rates are 
low and expenses are also low. Superintendent commented that it would cost the taxpayers 
much less money now than ten years from now. Another reason that this is a good time to pass this bond 
is that the results of Ballot Measure 5 are going into effect at the same time as the levy. As it stands now, 
property tax rates will go down another $2.50 by next year; however, if taxpayers don't mind paying what 
they do now and can handle a 40 cent increase, then the school can be that much better. 

Many other good reasons we exist for funding this construction now. For one, better facilities 
will be made available to everyone: staff members, students, and community members. The new gym 
will allow student athletes to have earlier practices and more time for homework. With only one gym in 
a K-12 school system, the junior high has to practice in the morning before school, starting at 6:30 A.M., 
meaning that both the girls and boys teams had to practice at the same time, with half of the court for 
the girls half for the boys. After school, the high school girls would practice from 3:30 to 5:30 P.M. The 
varsity boys would then start at 5:30 or 6:00 and go until 7:30. After that, the junior varsity boys would 
come in for an hour and a half. It's absurd to think that student athletes can make good use of their time 
with a schedule like that. If the bond were to pass, both the new gym and the present gym would be 
used for practices and athletes wouldn't have to wait so long to practice every day. 

Another reason that the gym should be built is that it is no longer adequate. The bleachers are 
too close to the court and so there is no room to walk by without getting in the way during a game. The 
gym also poses a problem for the cheerleaders. As it is now, there is no room for them to cheer. They 
have to stand on one of the ends which, of course, is right in the way of people walking by. If a new gym 
were built, enough room would be provided surrounding the court that there wouldn't be any of the 
problems there are now. 

Another advantage to the bond proposed is that it would provide more space in the school. 
The school has always been small, which is in some ways nice, but it needs to expand. The lack of space 
is a problem because everyone is crammed into one little hallway trying to make it around from class 
to class. As it is, there isn't enough room for the library to just be a library or the kitchen to just be a 
kitchen. Students can't even go to the library when they need to because Health, Media, and other 
classes are held there. The Satellite Learning classroom, which shares a space with the kitchen, usually 
has a difficult learning atmosphere each day people prepare food for the hot lunch program. Another 
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problem area is the current science room and lab. Lab facilities are outdated and cannot be replaced 
for a variety of reasons related to the plumbing and electrical systems. Both science teachers have said 
publicly that the chemical storage room is inadequate and unsafe. The science curriculum is a core part 
of students' education and they deserve good facilities. 

It is clear then, that School needs significant improvements in which case the bond 
must be passed. As a community, education is an essential part of the future. In the past, ____ _ 
has relied in the timber industry for employment, but times are changing and the younger generations 
need to be better prepared to meet the challenges that arise. For example, they need to able to take 
part in a variety of activities and be able to achieve in many different areas. If the school is inadequate, 
how can the younger generations be provided with the education and training they need to be 
successful in the future? 

Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

introduces a precise claim, distinguishes it from alternate or opposing claims, and creates an 
organization that establishes clear relationships among the claim, counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

o This bond allowing School to add more facilities should be passed in order for 
young students to be provided with a better education. 

o Some say that the school doesn't need to have brand new facilities and better classrooms, 
but it does. 

o Another issue that people may be concerned with is the money that taxpayers have to put 
up for the building. 

develops the claim and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level 
and concerns. 

o Just this year the school had to shut down for days. 

o Details about the malfunction of the heating system and the falling ceiling tiles in the library 
support the claim that brand new facilities and better classrooms are needed. 

o Another issue that people may be concerned with is the money that taxpayers have to put 
up for the building. The cost of the project in its entirety will be 2.9 million dollars, meaning 
that for the next 25 years, taxpayers would pay 40 cents more per thousand dollars in 
property tax than they do this year. 

o Superintendent commented that it would cost the taxpayers much less money 
now than ten years from now. 

o ... [The gym] is no longer adequate. 

o The school has always been small . .. [and] it needs to expand. 

o Details about the scheduling of classes in the library support the claim that the school needs 
to expand. 

uses words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships between claim and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and 
between claim and counterclaims. 

o The project does cost a significant amount of money, but the school needs it. 

o Another issue that people may be concerned with ... Many other good reasons ... Another 
reason ... 

establishes and maintains a formal style and objective tone. 

o Another advantage to the bond proposed is that it would provide more space in the school. 

o It is clear then, that ... 
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Student Sample: Grade 12, Argument 

This essay on dress codes was written for a university/college placement assessment. Two different 
perspectives on an issue (whether or not dress codes should be adopted in school) were provided in the 
prompt, and students were advised to either support one of the two points of view given or present a 
different point of view on the issue. The students were allowed thirty minutes to write. 

I believe that it would be beneficial for our schools to adopt dress codes. Although some may 
argue that this action would restrict the individual student's freedom of expression, I do not agree. Our 
right to express ourselves is important, but in our society none of us has unrestricted freedom to do as 
we like at all times. We must all learn discipline, respect the feelings of others, and learn how to operate 
in the real world in order to be successful. Dress codes would not only create a better learning environ
ment, but would also help prepare students for their futures. 

Perhaps the most important benefit of adopting dress codes would be creating a better learn
ing environment. Inappropriate clothing can be distracting to fellow students who are trying to concen
trate. Short skirts, skimpy tops, and low pants are fine for after school, but not for the classroom. T-shirts 
with risky images or profanity may be offensive to certain groups. Students should espress themselves 
through art or creative writing, not clothing. With fewer distractions, students can concentrate on get
ting a good education which can help them later on. 

Another benefit of having a dress code is that it will prepare students to dress properly for dif
ferent places. When you go to a party you do not wear the same clothes you wear to church. Likewise, 
when you dress for work you do not wear the same clothes you wear at the beach. Many professions 
even require uniforms. Having a dress code in high school will help students adjust to the real world. 

Lastly, with all the peer pressure in school, many students worry about fitting in. If a dress code 
(or even uniforms) were required, there would be less emphasis on how you look, and more emphasis on 
learning. 

In conclusion, there are many important reasons our schools should adopt dress codes. Getting 
an education is hard enough without being distracted by inappropriate t-shirts or tight pants. Learning 
to dress for particular occasions prepares us for the real world. And teens have enough pressure already 
without having to worry about what they are wearing. 

Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

introduces a precise, knowledgeable claim. 

o I believe that it would be beneficial tor our schools to adopt dress codes. 

establishes the significance of the claim, distinguishing the claim from alternate or opposing 
claims. 

o Although some may argue that this action would restrict the individual student's 
freedom of expression, I do not agree. Our right to express ourselves is important, but in 
our society none of us has unrestricted freedom to do as we like at all times. We must all 
learn discipline, respect the feelings of others, and learn how to operate in the real world 
in order to be successful. 

creates an organization that logically sequences claim, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

o I believe that it would be beneficial tor our schools to adopt dress codes. Although some 
may argue ... Perhaps the most important benefit . .. Another benefit . .. Lastly . .. In 
conclusion .. . 

develops the claim and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant 
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both (though the 
evidence provided is limited by the constraints of an on-demand assessment). 

o Perhaps the most important benefit of adopting dress codes would be creating a better 
learning environment. Inappropriate clothing can be distracting to fellow students who 
are trying to concentrate. 
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